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Reviewer's comment

Author’'s comment (if agreed with reviewer, corrects the manuscript and
highlights that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments

- ABSTRACT: This abstract is different from the paper. The abstract is for seroprevalence
of acute Toxoplasma gondii infection in pregnant women whereas manuscript is that of
male infertility.

- Line 62, 74 — Please mention 2010’ WHO Criteria and cite the tool used

- Methods: Approval from Institution Ethics Committee (please mention)

- Line 110 — abnormal sperm-cells-(abnormal sperm count)

- Table 5: Please clarify the inference of this table. ?? Is it to evaluate the percentage of
normal sperm morphology in motile group (>40%) compared to normal morphology in
immotile group (<40%)

Are there competing interest issues in this manuscript?

Approval of the Institutional Ethics Committee

We apologize for this, it is unclear how it happened, and probably a mix-up as
that is the abstract from a previously published article in the same journal. The
appropriate one has been re-submitted.

Done

Not applicable

Done

To compare abnormal and normal morphology among those with <40% and
among those with =240%. To ascertain poor sperm quality

None (Stated while submitting manuscript)

Not applicable ((Stated while submitting manuscript))

Minor REVISION comments

Line 47 & 48 — sentences can be shortened

Line 51 — females and Females (females)

Line 53 — as up to 7% of all men will exhibit

Line 56 — pathogenetic (pathogenic)

Line 58 - ....Aleochel (alcohol)

Line 59 — Kindly correct upper case errors (maintain lower case throughout the sentence)
Line 60 — How does SFA assess development and function of spermatozoa? Please
mention

Line 63, 64 — Kindly consider use of oligozoospermia and asthenozoospermia
Reference 11 — The study was published in 2013. Recent studies could possibly include
more newer studied.

Line 70 — desk-review ? (retrospective reviews)

Line 71 — 5 years

Line 74 — semen-concentration (sperm concentration)

Line 77 — please mention the t test, for example, students t test, paired t test or unpaired t
test.

Line 79, 91 — Azoospermina (spelling mistake)

Line 93 — reconsider framing the sentence into smaller fragments

Line 120 — bulk ??? (scientific language)

Line 121 — within ages (age)

Line 151 — as much as 90% of infertility among males

Line 157 — 158 — Sentence is complex to understand. Please reframe it accordingly.
Line 159 — Male genital-organs-(gonads is more preferable as internal genital organs is
used in reference to epididymis, vas, seminal vesicles, prostrate and accessory glands
WHEREAS testis is referred to as gonad)

Line 163 — decline in normal sperm morphology of (by) 0.2% — 0.9%

Line 167 — ascend to fertilisation ?? sentence framing

Line 171 & 172 — Sentence not clearly understandable (age specific proportion of these
??)

Line 176 & 177 — Sentence framing to be reconsidered

- ADVICE: Line 165 & 166 - If you have data kindly differentiate morphological
deterioration with age and find its significance to see if sperm morphology changes /
deteriorates with increasing age. Particular age specific sperm morphology can be
compared with previous findings from same area to see time dependent changes ‘OR’ from
different places to assess area dependent variability

Done

Done

Done

Done

Done

Done

The nature of the spermatozoa (their vitality, motility and morphology) and the
composition of seminal fluid are important for sperm function.

The total number of spermatozoa reflects sperm production by the testes

and the patency of the post-testicular duct system;

Done
Done

Done
Done
Done
Done

Done
Done
Done
Done
Done
Done
Done

Done
Done
Done

Done

Data on how sperm morphology relates to age among our subjects is
presented in the manuscript. .

Noted, thank you. Would be priority in further studies
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Optional/General comments - Sentences could be shortened and made more comprehensible Thank you, effected.
- Standardised terminology to be used throughout the paper Changes have been effected

For standard terminology on semen analysis Refer to World Health Organisation —
Laboratory Manual for the Examination and Processing of Human Semen, 5 Edition,
2010. Appendix 1 (Table A1.3) on Pg 226, which clearly mentions that the suffix ‘spermia’
refers to ejaculate and the term ‘zoospermia’ refers to spermatozoa. A copy of the same is
being sent for the ease of reference.
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